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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 23564 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, GW, MARR, FR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH FORCES IN GERMANY 

REF: PARIS 20970 

REFERRING TO EARLIER REPORTS THAT FRENCH WERE PLANNING 
TO MAKE SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS IN THEIR TROOPS DEPLOYED 
IN GERMANY, WE ASKED PAGNIEZ (QUAI CHIEF OF PACTS AND 
DISARMAMENT AFFAIRS) ON SEPTEMBER 1 1 WHETHER THERE HAD 
BEEN ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS SINCE OUR LAST REPORT 
(REFTEL). PAGNIEZ SAID THAT AS FAR AS HE KNEW, FRANCE 
HAS NO INTENTION TO CARRY OUT SIGNIFICANT REDUCTIONS IN 
ITS TROOPS DEPLOYED TO THE FRG. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE 
ADDED, THE FRENCH MILITARY STAFF - LIKE OTHER MILITARY 
STAFFS - IS ALWAYS EXAMINING VARIOUS OPTIONS FOR FORCE 
DEPLOYMENTS. IT IS NOT TO BE EXCLUDED, HE SAID, THAT 
WITHIN THE LARGER FRAMEWORK OF THE CURRENT EFFORT TO 
RESTRUCTURE FRANCE'S GROUND FORCES, THERE MAY BE VARIOUS 
OPTIONS FLOATING AROUND THE MOD THAT INVOLVE REDUCTIONS 
OF FRENCH TROOPS IN GERMANY. HE UNDERLINED THAT HE 
KNEW OF NO SUCH OPTIONS AND COMMENTED THAT - REGARDLESS 
OF AUGUST PRESS SPECULATION - HE THOUGHT IT MOST 
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OF ITS FORCES IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC ANY TIME IN THE 
FORESEEABLE FUTURE. 
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